
Villas 1 at Snowden Overlook Condominium 

Columbia, MD 

 

November 17, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Trimming or Removal of Trees and Other Plants that may Damage Homes 

 

Dear Villas 1 Unit Owner: 

 

 As you may be aware, Article XIII, Section 2(A) of our Condominium’s Bylaws makes 

the Villas at Snowden Overlook I Condominium responsible for the maintenance, repair and 

replacement of the siding that is installed on our homes.  In light of that responsibility, the Board 

of Directors periodically inspects the homes in the Condominium to verify the condition of the 

siding, as well as to note conditions that may cause the Condominium to have to repair or replace 

siding prematurely.  In that regard, it has been noted that many of our homes have trees or shrubs 

planted so close to the home that branches are beginning to rub against the siding (or soon will).  

All such problems we’ve observed are from plants that are planted within the boundaries of 

individual units.  That is, the plants in question belong to the owner of the unit.   

 

 Although the aforementioned provision of our Bylaws makes the condominium 

association responsible for the maintenance, repair and replacement of siding and certain other 

parts of units that may be damaged by trees rubbing against the home,   Article XIII, Section 1 of 

the Bylaws also apportions broad responsibility for maintenance of a unit to the unit owner: 

 

“In the event any Owner fails to maintain . . . all portions of his unit . . . it shall be 

deemed a violation of these By-Laws, and, in addition to the right of entry by the Council 

to remedy the violation, the Council may assess the Owner for any expenses incurred by 

the Council (including but not limited to administrative costs and attorneys’ fees relating 

to pursuit of the violation) for maintenance, repair or replacement of the Elements 

resulting from the negligent act, the failure to act, or the failure of such Owner, his family 

members, tenants, invitees or other user of the Unit to maintain, repair or replace all 

portions of the Unit.  Such expense may be enforced against the Owner in the same 

manner as regular Assessments.” 

 

 Based upon the foregoing provision of the Bylaws, unit owners are responsible for 

preventing damage to their homes that may be caused by the natural growth of plants that are 

also the responsibility of the unit owner.  Therefore, please inspect your home and trim or 

remove any plants that can cause damage to the home.  Any damage to a part of the home for 

which the association has repair and replacement responsibility (such as siding), which was 

caused by the unit owner’s failure or refusal to trim or remove plants within unit boundaries will 

be repaired by the association, but the costs thereby incurred by the Condominium will be billed 

to the unit owner.  Alternatively, the Condominium may trim or remove any plants causing, or 

threatening to cause, such damage, at the unit owner’s expense. 

 

 Please be advised that, if you choose to remove a tree from your unit, an application for 

exterior architectural change must be approved in accordance with the Snowden Overlook master 



community’s governing documents; and, in the case of trees with a circumference of 19 inches or 

more (about 6 inches in diameter) when measured 2 feet above the ground, applicable provisions 

of the governing documents for the Long Reach Village section of the Columbia Association 

also apply.  The Villas 1 Board of Directors will promptly recommend approval of all such 

requests when there is a potential for damage to the unit from the tree.  You may wish to 

consider proactively replacing trees that will become large, such as maples, with smaller species 

such as dogwoods or cherries. 

 

 If you have questions concerning this letter, you may contact our property manager, Scott 

Colville, at 443-796-7399 or SColville@wpmllc.com. 

 

        Sincerely: 

        Villas 1 Board of Directors 


