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EDITORIAL 
 

Language is fluid.  Old words ac-
quire new meaning, new words are 
created, and some words fall out of 
fashion.  This is the typical lifecycle 
of language.  Our vocabulary is 
changing and words such as pan-
demic, novel coronavirus, asympto-
matic, community spread, contact 
tracing, COVID-19, flatten the 
curve, social distancing, and con-
tactless delivery are commonplace.  
This is what journalist Edward Luce, 
in his essay The Pandemic Vocabu-
lary in the March 2020 issue of the 
Financial Times, calls “the evolving 
lexicon of the plague.”   
 
It is not only language that is evolv-
ing.  So too is our behavior.  We 
are adapting to using cloud-based 
conference services such as Zoom to 
attend meetings and as a substitute 
for in-person activities.  We enjoy 
the camaraderie of our neighbors 
while maintaining social distancing, 
wearing masks and avoiding 
crowds, as residents in Villas I have 

been do-
ing on 
Monday 
and 
Wednes-
day even-
ing at 5pm 
when they 

take to the street to show their ap-
preciation for the dedicated service 
of healthcare workers and first re-

sponders.   
    
Preparations for this issue also 
changed.  Since meeting in person 
was not feasible, Bob Diener and I 
had two lively conversations via 
Facetime, and I hope you will 
agree that the result does him jus-
tice.  As travelling has fallen victim 
to the pandemic so too has the 
travel essay.  Fingers crossed that 
travelling and the travel report will 
eventually resume.   The quarterly 
reports from SOCA and the condo 
associations are a sign of normality, 
as are updates from several SOCA 
committees.  The Book Clubs an-
nounce their selections for the next 
several months and Mike Goldblatt 
and Sharonlee Vogel have com-
piled information on local services 
and activities.  Dennis Eichenlaub 
has a couple of TechTips and Rich-
ard Blackman revisits online gro-
cery shopping.  
 
The pool has opened, but the Club-
house and the gym remain closed.  
To test the waters, figuratively 
speaking, the Social Committee has 
arranged for two food trucks to be 
on-site on Sunday, July 26, at 6pm.  
Social distancing will be in effect.  
See the Social Committee report 
for details.   
 
Stay safe. 
 
— Pamela Bluh Van Oosten 
     Christy Wilson, Editors 
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QUOTE TO LIVE BY  
 

“Don’t count the days, 
make the days count.” 
 

— Muhammad Ali 

Residents of Villas I parading in support  
of healthcare workers  
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Pool’s Open! – It’s not quite the same experience, but 

it’s open.  Have a great summer!   

Stay safe and wear a mask. 

Activities – We are hoping to begin a gradual re-
sumption of some SOCA activities, in ways that keep 
our community safe.  Food truck events are an early 
candidate.  Stay tuned. 

Refunds – Some residents have asked whether they 
can expect refunds because the clubhouse was closed 
for several months.  Refunds are not impossible, but 
any decisions concerning them are premature, since 
many things can happen between now and the end of 
the year.  If it appears that a significant surplus will 
remain, there are several things the Board can consid-
er in response.  Typically, however, any excess is trans-
ferred into the following year's budget, perhaps 
avoiding, or reducing an assessment increase in the 
following year -- a refund of sorts.  Another option 
would add funds to SOCA's reserve account intended 
to fund large replacement requirements (new roof for 
clubhouse, replace HVACs, repave Dried Earth Blvd, 
etc.) in order to avoid special assessments – another 
refund of sorts.  But a refund is also among the options 
the Board may consider, should a significant surplus 
materialize at year’s end. 

On the other hand, some may be unaware that much 
of SOCA's budget goes to things that are unaffected 
by whether the clubhouse facilities are open or 
closed.  For example, our SOCA assessments pay for 
the contract for trash and recycle collection  

throughout Snowden Overlook, streetlights throughout 
Snowden Overlook, the guard contract, insurance, 
maintenance and repair contracts for SOCA equip-
ment, regular contributions to reserve funds for future 
replacements, etc.  In addition, most of the direct cost 
of SOCA's major social events are funded by admis-
sion fees, rather than assessments.  In short, far less of 
our assessment payments can be considered an excess  

due to the pandemic than some might imagine.  Finally, 
note that the pool has been opened, unlike pools of 
many associations in the area, with many changes in  

procedures required.  As a result, there is a distinct 
possibility that pool operations may cost MORE than in 
a normal year, due to additional cleaning and disin-

fecting costs, attorney costs, supplies, etc. 

Rentals – Due to the pandemic, the board has decid-
ed that there will be no rentals or reservations accept-
ed for rentals at the clubhouse until further notice. 

Clubhouse Ceiling Lights – All have been replaced 
by LEDs.  BGE has agreed to pay a rebate of more 
than $4,000 to SOCA for the resulting efficiency im-
provement. 

Kitchen Renovation – A contract has been approved 
for improvement of the kitchen.  The work will include 
a new quartz countertop, single deep sink, disposal, 
and faucet, along with TWO new dishwashers.  The 
second dishwasher will go to the left of the stove. 

Painting – SOCA is seeking bids on both external and 
internal repainting of the entire clubhouse. 

Trees along Dried Earth Blvd – SOCA is seeking pro-
posals to remove lower branches to prevent damage 
by large trucks. 

 

— Lou True, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCA NEWS 
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KENDALL II 
 
Summer is here (officially started June 20th) – alt-
hough it is hard to tell since the Snowden Overlook 
Clubhouse is closed for the duration, and the pool’s 
opening was delayed until June 27th. The process for 
entering the pool is a little more involved this year, 
with a need to sign a waiver and obtain an orange 
wristband to accompany your pool pass to gain en-
trance. But it is now open, so if your busy schedule al-
lows, join (respecting social distancing) your neighbors 
at the pool. 
 
Speaking of “pool entrance” the resident’s clubhouse/
pool swipe pass will no longer open the pool gate; the 
gate will be controlled by Clubhouse staff (Carol and 
Christy) and/or resident volunteers.  (There are cur-
rently enough volunteers, but new volunteers are al-
ways welcomed - those wishing to offer their services 
should contact the Chair of the SOCA Pool Committee,  
Rich Turner at raturner629@yahoo.com or call (443) 
562-7969).  
 
For those of us in the K2 community, summer means we 
will be holding our annual board meeting (July 20th) 
and elect individuals to fill three board vacancies. The 
meeting will be “virtual,” similar to the May board  
meeting.   Specific voting details will be provided 
shortly by separate correspondence.  Annual meetings 
are a great opportunity to see democracy, and the 
right to vote, played out at the community level.  
 
On the local front, MMG (our management company) 
and members of the Board of Directors’ will be doing 
an architectural and landscaping “Walk Through” in 
July to ensure architectural compliance and maintain  
the beauty of the K2 open spaces – good for the resi-
dents’ souls as well as their land values!   Speaking of 
walking, more and more residents are walking on the 
sidewalks and streets of Snowden Overlook for 
“exercise” and stress relief.  So residents, when driv-
ing, keep a lookout for our walkers. 
 
Having recently finished cleaning out your house and 
dumping “I-didn’t-know-I didn’t-really-need-it” items 
into the two community dumpsters you now have time 
to relax and take advantage of the pool to enjoy 
good times and make memories with your fellow resi-
dents! 
 
— Richard Turner, President 

 

OVATION (KENDALL III) 
The coronavirus continued affecting the residents of 
Kendall III (Ovation).  Since March 2020, our lifestyle 
consisted of wearing face masks, keeping our social 
distance, and generally remaining indoors.  Any gath-
erings such as Board meetings, books clubs, and social 
interactions have occurred through Zoom, Facetime, or 
online social media.  Stay safe. 
 

— Harlan Rossman, President 

 

VILLAS I 

Exterior Painting – The Board has selected a contrac-
tor for repainting trim, doors and foundation walls of 
all units this summer.  It was last done in 2013.  Details 
will follow. 

Mosquitoes – The association has treated storm water 
inlets throughout Villas I to discourage the growth of 
mosquito larvae in any standing water.  But each of us 
should also check any objects in our yards that can 
hold water, including flower pots, saucers,  

birdbaths, etc.  Any standing water should be drained 
frequently to prevent growth of larvae. 

Maintenance - The Villas I portion of the website at 
snowdenoverlook.com contains a number of documents 
that were developed to help unit owners care for their 
homes.  Among these is the “Maintenance Check List”, 
under “Information”, last updated 7/27/2018.   
 

Here are a few reminders from that document appro-
priate for the season.  See the complete check list for 
more: 

– A/C Drainage – If you notice water dripping from 
an outside pipe at attic level (usually over the drive-
way, but sometimes on the side of an end unit), this 
probably indicates that the main condensate drain 
from the attic cooling unit is blocked and requires ser-
vice to clear it.  Failure to address this promptly could 
result in interior damage. 

 CONDO NEWS  

file:///X:/Word/SOCA%20newsletter/July%202020/raturner629@yahoo.com
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/wp-content/uploads/V1-Maintenance-Checklist-2018-07-27.pdf
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– Keep exterior drains clear, e.g. at the bottom of ex-
terior basement steps or in the bottoms of window 
wells. 

– Sump Pump – Check operation of the pump and 
that the discharge pipe, usually at the rear or side of 
the unit, carries water away from the house.  This can 
be encouraged through grading of soil, splash blocks, 
or pipe extensions. 

– Gutters and Downspouts – If you observe significant 
overflows during a storm, report that to the manage-
ment company.  And, as with sump pump discharge  

pipes, any overflow from pipes receiving water from 
downspouts should be directed away from your house.  
Otherwise, water could enter your home. 

– Soil Erosion and Depressions – Fill any of these in 
your yard that could cause water to flow toward or 
pool against your house. 
 
Another document on our website that may be rele-
vant at this time of year is the association’s 
11/17/2012 policy concerning shrubs and trees that 
threaten siding, roofing, or gutters and downspouts on 
any home.  Please trim any such plants that may  

rub against a house and do damage. 

Front Gardens – It’s gardening season, but please 
remember that significant changes to our front yards, 
in particular, require prior architectural approval. 

Many of you have planted beautiful displays of flow-
ers.  These are always welcomed, particularly by the 
many Snowden Overlook walkers this year.  Thank 
you!  (Walkers, by the way, will appreciate it if we all 
take care to pull vehicles parked in our driveways 
close to the garage doors so they do not block walk-
ers, including some with disabilities, on the sidewalks.) 

 
— Lou True, President 

 

 

VILLAS II 
 
Welcome to our new neighbors Sharon Sachs, Carmen 
Peoples, and Jim McCormack and Fyll Callan.   The 
V2 Directory has been updated and sent to every-
one. 
 
Villas II had its Annual meeting on June 23rd and  
reelected Nancy Thomas and Bob Ellis to the 
Board.  The ZOOM meeting went well and everyone 
has been e-mailed the draft of the minutes. 
 
We have completed the removal of numerous dead 
fir trees and will be deciding how and when to re-
place them. And we are waiting for a proposal from 
our landscaping contractor for enhancing the entrance 
to V2.   
 
With all the rain during May and June the trees have 
grown and need trimming sooner than expected.  We 
are looking into a contract to do that work for trees 
other than those in your front yard which are the re-
sponsibility of the individual homeowner. 
 
Hopefully by the time you see this you will have re-
ceived a copy of the results of the Spring mainte-
nance walk through.  The Association is taking action 
to do the repairs it is responsible for and we would 
appreciate you doing the same for your individual 
unit as soon as possible. 
 
Owners have already been given a heads up about 
the new Maryland Condominium law that goes into 
effect on October 1which allows condo associations to 
raise their master policy deductible from $5,000 to 
$10,000.   I suspect the Board will be voting to do 
this and you will receive details in the mail of what 
you need to do with your individual HO-6 policies. 
 
If you have any questions about anything in V2 you 
are always welcome to participate in our work ses-
sions (2nd Monday of the month) and Board meetings 
(4th Tuesday of the month).  Meetings start at 7pm.  
All V2 residents receive information about the meet-
ings, which will be conducted via ZOOM until further 
notice.   
 

— Mark Bloom, President 

  CONDO NEWS  
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GYM COMMITTEE 
 
Our gym maintenance contractor was recently 
here to perform the quarterly service.   Everything 
is in fine mechanical shape, but some repair work 
needed to be done to several leather seats/
rollers on the weight machines. 
 
The SOCA Board approved the repairs at their 
June 22nd Board meeting.  At that meeting the 
Board also discussed the possible opening of the 
gym.  However, with the current County guidelines 
and restrictions it seems unlikely that we can do so 
safely or economically in the near future. 
 
— Linda Bloom, Chair 

  
MAINTENANCE  
COMMITTEE 

 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
Maintenance Committee, please call 410-872-
9311 or contact Christy Wilson, Office Manager 
at officemanager@snowdenoverlook.com   
or Carol Hergenroeder, the Event Coordinator at 
office@snowdenoverlook.com. Volunteers are 
most welcome. 
 
— Pete Gratton, Gust Mitchell, Keith Noeges  

POOL COMMITTEE 

Great news!   The pool opened for the 2020 sea-
son as of June 27th. We saw 32 residents on Sat-
urday taking a dip and 30 more on Sunday. The 
pool hours for now are noon until 8pm, but please 
keep in mind you must arrive before 7 pm as that 
is when the volunteer gate keepers leave for the 
day. 
 

 

In addition, the special pool rules are in effect; a 
copy was mailed to every household and emailed 
as well.  Please remember to take everything with 
you when you leave the pool.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any items left behind will be thrown away by 
the lifeguard on duty at the end of the day 
when the pool closes. (NO EXCEPTIONS)  

   
Speaking of volunteers, we could still use some 
help assisting with admission to the pool  
(AKA Gate Keeper).   Please contact me at  
raturner629@yahoo.com if you are interested in 
helping.  It is a pretty easy process, involves no 
heavy lifting and the shifts are only one hour. 

Also, special thanks to SOCA president Lou True 
for putting in triple time to ensure that the pool  

would open this year. The entire SOCA board 
were very busy making sure every detail was  

doubled checked to ensure safety for our commu-
nity. Thank You! 
 

That’s it for now, enjoy the summer!!! 

 

— Rich Turner, Chair 

 

  CLUBS & COMMITTEES  

file:///X:/Word/SOCA%20newsletter/July%202020/raturner629@yahoo.com
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On  Sunday, July 26 enjoy au-
thentic Mexican food from 
Taqueria la Patrona and/or Mar-
yland Crab cakes & More from 
Chesapeake Food Works.  On 

Sunday, Au-
gust 2 come 
and try 
Mike’s 
Gelato.  Both 
events will 
be held from 6 – 8 pm.  Food 
trucks will be located opposite the 
Clubhouse at the corner of Dried 
Earth Boulevard and the Kendall I 
parking lot.  Vendors accept credit 

cards or cash.   
 
 
Please observe the following:   
  

• Maintain a distance of at least six feet from those 
who do not reside in your household. 

  

• Wear a mask and remove it only for eating or 
drinking. 

 

• In order to use the upper deck or pool deck for eat-
ing, you must bring your resident pool pass and or-
ange wristband. * Residents may bring their own 
chair if they prefer to sit outside the gated area.   

 

• No restroom access on the upper level of the Club-
house. 

  

• Beverages will be available for purchase, or you 
may bring your own beverage.    

 

• SOCA will not be providing any food, drinks, uten-
sils, napkins, plates, etc. to residents. 

  

 * If you are interested in signing our COVID-19 ASSUMPTION OF 
RISK/WAIVER OF LIABILITY RELEASE in order to attend future 
events or for pool usage, please visit the link below and submit this 
form to our office. https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/wp-
content/uploads/SOCA-ASSUMPTION-OF-RISK-COVID19-2020-
06-25.pdf.  
 

 

  CLUBS & COMMITTEES  
SECURITY COMMITTEE 
 

During the Spring, the Security Committee assisted 
SOCA's Board with its ongoing consideration of 
speed bumps for Dried Earth Boulevard. To keep 
our community safe, please remind drivers in your 
household to stay within posted speed limits and 
come to a complete stop at stop signs. 
  
We would also like to remind everyone that it is not 
safe to walk in the street. It is imperative that we all 
accept responsibility for being aware of our envi-
ronment/situation to enhance our own security and 
safety.  This article about safety and the walking/
bicycles paths, although it describes an accident that 
occurred in 2012, is still relevant and serves to 
stress the importance of being aware of where you 
are and what is around you. 
  
During the summer and fall, the Committee may host 
some educational programs if there is sufficient in-
terest. Topics include, driver safety, personal securi-
ty, and police initiatives. The programs will be held 
online since the Clubhouse is closed. Please let Mike 
Goldblatt or me know if you are interested in at-
tending an online workshop. 
  
Also, let me know if you have any security concerns 
or suggestions for the Committee.  And remember to 
visit the Committee's web page for tips about per-
sonal safety and security.  Have a great summer.  
 
— Jerry Pelch, Chair 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 

In early March, in order to minimize risks to residents 
and staff, all social events were cancelled and the 
clubhouse (including the gym) was closed to all but 
essential personnel.  Now, we’re back!   Come  
and join your neighbors for two social distancing-
friendly events!  Or, if you’d prefer, pick up some 
goodies from one of the five-star rated food trucks 
to take home.  See https://
www.snowdenoverlook.com/activities/soca-
activities/ for menus.   
 

https://www.seamless.com/menu/taqueria-la-patrona-6300-stevens-forest-rd-columbia/1101852
https://roaminghunger.com/chesapeake-food-works/
https://mikesgelato.com/about-us
https://mikesgelato.com/about-us
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/wp-content/uploads/SOCA-ASSUMPTION-OF-RISK-cOVID19-2020-06-25.pdf
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/wp-content/uploads/SOCA-ASSUMPTION-OF-RISK-cOVID19-2020-06-25.pdf
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/wp-content/uploads/SOCA-ASSUMPTION-OF-RISK-cOVID19-2020-06-25.pdf
https://www.arlnow.com/2012/06/11/woman-seriously-injured-after-being-hit-by-cyclist/
mailto:michaelgoldblatt@aol.com
mailto:michaelgoldblatt@aol.com
mailto:jpelch@verizon.net
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/committees/security-committee/
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LUNCH & LEARN 

 
In the past several months, SO has welcomed many 
new neighbors.  However, this means that they might 
not be aware of one of the successful gatherings we 
enjoy at the Clubhouse, since all events have been 
cancelled due to the C-Virus.  Let us give these new 
friends an overview of what Lunch & Learn is all 
about. 
 
Starting in September and occurring every other 
month through May, a Snowden Overlook neighbor 
gives a one-hour presentation from 12:30-1:30 on 
the 4th Thursday of the month (except Thanksgiving).  
Their talk includes an enlightening and most interest-
ing review of their careers before retiring.   Since its 
inception, we have learned about numerous profes-
sions our neighbors were involved in, including edu-
cation, the FBI, the pharmaceutical industry, Naval 
Surface warfare, the National Security Administra-
tion, a military career, the Maryland Highway Ad-
ministration, the National Census Bureau, the interna-
tional petroleum industry, human relations in big busi-
ness, plus many more.   
 
Until SOCA is given the green light to hold safe 
gatherings, Lunch and Learn programs will be on 
hold, especially since we have enjoyed a faithful at-
tendance of 40-45 neighbors--which is a large gath-
ering at this point of the pandemic.   All attendees 
bring a brown-bag lunch and the Clubhouse provides 
beverages.  Perhaps a new neighbor who reads this 
article will be on the roster for our 2020-2021 sea-
son; however, at this writing the opening event in 
September will not occur.   
  
— Jan Brady, Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANS FOR A TRAVEL CLUB 
 
 

Al Letow and Mike Goldblatt are exploring alterna-
tives for a Travel Club for residents of Snowden 
Overlook. Monthly meetings via Zoom could feature 
a presentation or lecture about a resident’s favorite 
trip or travel experience, followed by a Q & A ses-
sion.   
 
Organizing trips would be outside the scope of the 
club, however an initial session, conducted by Zoom, 
could be used to poll attendees about their interest 
in an occasional trip.  The meetings could also be 
used to make residents aware of travel opportunities 
such as the cruises and day trips organized by resi-
dents in the past.   
 
Please contact Mike Goldblatt 
(michaelgoldblatt@aol.com) if you would be inter-
ested in participating in a Travel Club. 
 
— Mike Goldblatt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CLUBS & COMMITTEES 

mailto:michaelgoldblatt@aol.com


For information about the morning meeting, contact Florence Sperling, 
needler2@aol.com and for the evening meeting, contact Pat Harrington,  
pharrington61@verizon.net.  Refer to the Calendar for details on dates and 
times. 
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MORNING BOOK CLUB  
 

August 
The Night Watchman, by Louise Erdrich  

Based on the extraordinary life of author 
Louise Erdrich’s grandfather who worked as 
a night watchman and carried the fight 
against Native dispossession from rural 
North Dakota all the way to Washington, 
D.C., this powerful novel explores themes of 
love and death with lightness and gravity 
and unfolds with the elegant prose, sly hu-

mor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman.  The 
book’s fictional world is populated with memorable 
characters who are forced to grapple with the worst 
and best impulses of human nature. 
 

September 
 

Big Lies in a Small Town, by Diane Chamberlain  
“A novel of chilling intrigue, a decades old 
disappearance and one woman’s quest to 
find the truth” (NYTimes), and “A novel 
about arts and secrets …. grippingly told 
… pulls readers toward a shocking conclu-
sion.” (People) 
 

 

October 
Bel Canto, by Ann Patchett 

Somewhere in South America, at the home 
of the country's vice president, a lavish 
birthday party is being held in honor of 
the powerful businessman Mr. Hosokawa. 
Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered so-
prano, has mesmerized the international 
guests with her singing. It is a perfect 
evening - until a band of gun-wielding ter-
rorists takes the entire party hostage. But 
what begins as a panicked, life-

threatening scenario slowly evolves into something 
quite different, a moment of great beauty, as terrorists 
and hostages forge unexpected bonds and people 
from different continents become compatriots, intimate 
friends, and lovers. 

 

 

 

 

EVENING BOOK CLUB 

August 

The Overdue Life of Amy Byler (Kindle edition), by 
Kelly Harms  

“A laugh-out-loud funny, pitch-perfect novel 
that will have readers rooting for this unlike-
ly, relatable, and totally lovable heroine. 
The Overdue Life of Amy Byler is the ultimate 
escape—and will leave moms everywhere 
questioning whether it isn’t time for a 
#momspringa of their own.” (New York Jour-
nal of Books) 

 

September 
The Last Romantics, by Tara Conklin 

A sweeping yet intimate epic about one 
American family, The Last Romantics is an 
unforgettable exploration of the ties that 
bind us together, the responsibilities we em-
brace and the duties we resent, and how 
we can lose - and sometimes rescue - the 
ones we love. A novel that pierces the heart 
and lingers in the mind, it is also a beautiful 

meditation on the power of stories - how they navigate 
us through difficult times, help us understand the past, 
and point the way toward our future. 
 
 

October 
Girl, Woman, Other, by Bernardine Evaristo 

The story follows the lives and struggles of 
twelve very different characters. Mostly 
women, black and British, they tell the of 
their families, friends and lovers, across the 
country and through the years. 
 

Joyfully polyphonic and vibrantly contem-
porary, this is a gloriously new kind of histo-
ry, a novel of our times: celebratory, ever 

dynamic and utterly irresistible.  Winner of the 2019 
Booker Prize for Fiction (together with Margaret At-
wood’s The Testaments). 
 
 

November 
Strangers and Cousins, by Leah Hagen Cohen 

The author delivers a story of pageantry 
and performance, hopefulness and growth, 
and introduces a winsome, unforgettable 
cast of characters whose lives are forever 
changed by events that unfold and rever-
berate across generations. 
 

 

  BOOK NOOK 

 

Please note, until further notice, the Book Clubs will  meet virtually, 
using ZOOM, at the same time as they have been scheduled in person.  
Contact the coordinators for each session for details. 
 

Day time:  Florence Sperling - needler2@aol.com 
Evening:  Pat Harrington - pharrington61@verizon.net 

https://www.amazon.com/Night-Watchman-Louise-Erdrich/dp/0062671189
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Lies-Small-Town-Novel/dp/1250087333
https://www.amazon.com/Bel-Canto-Ann-Patchett/dp/0060838728
https://www.amazon.com/Overdue-Life-Amy-Byler-ebook/dp/B07GVK5HW8
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Romantics-Novel-Tara-Conklin/dp/0062358200
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Woman-Other-Bernardine-Evaristo/dp/0241364906
https://www.amazon.com/Strangers-Cousins-Leah-Hager-Cohen-ebook/dp/B07GMX1JKS
mailto:needler2@aol.com
mailto:pharrington61@verizon.net
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 MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
Chances are, if you dined at the Stanford Grill you 

enjoyed listening to Bob Diener 
playing the piano.  Bob began per-
forming at the Columbia restaurant 
in 2010, initially on Sunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings, and 
once the restaurant added its popu-
lar Sunday brunch to the menu, Bob 
played during the brunch service as 
well.   
 
Bob traces his love of music, particu-

larly jazz, to his childhood.  His grandfather, Daniel 
Diener, was co-owner and general manager of 
WJMD, an easy-listening radio station in Washing-
ton, D.C.  He introduced a style of easy listening 
programming that became popular as background 
music but as he was not a fan of jazz, he passed the 
promotional jazz recordings that the station received 
on to Bob and his brothers. The first time Bob heard 
Oscar Peterson, the great Canadian jazz pianist, he 
was transfixed.   
  
By the age of five, Bob already knew, intuitively, 
that he had perfect pitch.  He recalls that his father, 
Allan, a dentist by profession, would occasionally 
test him by playing certain notes on the piano while 
Bob, in an adjacent room, identified the specific 
notes that were played!  It was not surprising that 
Bob, as well as his three brothers, were encouraged 
to develop their musical talents.   
 
Before they were teenagers, the brothers had al-
ready formed their own band, The Diener Boys, and 
performed in talent shows and at senior citizen 
homes throughout the Washington DC – Silver 
Spring, Maryland area.  Bob played percussion with 
the band, but always returned to his first love, the 
piano.  He was self-confident and as a bit of a show
-off, although not without cause, he explained: 
 

In 9th grade, I was showing off at the  
piano during music class.  The music  
teacher was impressed enough to allow  
me to audition for a wedding band that  
he played in.  When his keyboard player 
left, I got the gig.   

 

Throughout high school - Bob attended Springbrook 
High School in Silver Spring - he played clubs and 
private events on weekends, often with transporta-
tion provided by his brothers until he was old enough 
to drive!  His passion for music intensified and Bob 
recalls having “lofty dreams of becoming a famous 
piano player.”  When he realized that dream might 
be more difficult to achieve than he anticipated, Bob 
enrolled at the University of Maryland to search for 
“something I would fall in love with.”   After five se-
mesters at Maryland, during which he studied electri-
cal engineering, history, general studies, and finally, 
music, he decided to take a semester off to follow his 
dream and check out the music scene in Washington.  
That decision turned out to be pivotal to Bob’s ca-
reer as a musician and he did not return to the uni-
versity! 
 
While substituting for a friend at a Sunday brunch in 
Georgetown, Bob was “discovered” by a jazz afi-
cionado who was planning to open a jazz club in 
Washington, D.C. in partnership with the legendary 
jazz guitarist Charlie Byrd.  The 
club, Charlie’s Georgetown, 
opened in1980 and was soon 
acknowledged as one of the city’s 
most elegant clubs as well as an 
outstanding venue for the industry’s 
preeminent jazz musicians.  Bob 
performed in the club’s front lounge 
while headline acts played the 
main stage and on occasion, when 
local sidemen were needed, he al-
so performed with the headline 
acts on the main stage.  He continued to play at 
Charlies until June 1985 when the club closed be-
cause of financial difficulties. The five years from 
1980 to 1985, Bob recalls, “[gave me] the most val-
uable music education ANYONE could ever ask for.  
I got to meet and hang out with everyone I ever lis-
tened to growing up.”   

In addition to meeting his idol, Oscar Peterson, while 
he performed at Charlies, and having the good for-
tune to receive a private lesson from him, Bob also 
had opportunities during and after his tenure at 
Charlies, to perform and on occasion to collaborate 
with entertainers including Steve Allen, Bobby Short,  

 

 

Bob Diener at the piano, 
Stanford Grill, Columbia,  
November 2017 

Advertising flyer from 
Charlies Georgetown, 
1984 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjr55v5k6fqAhWETt8KHbe7CeAQFjAAegQIBhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthestanfordgrill.com%2Fcolumbia%2F&usg=AOvVaw3RsED6Tb_RgwCv3yAmk1I1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXwfLHk6fqAhWQct8KHS9VAkUQFjAaegQIGRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allmusic.com%2Fartist%2Foscar-peterson-mn0000489316%2Fbiography&usg=AOvVaw0nRtcJvTOysAVBKbhQMv21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj3ocblk6fqAhXhguAKHYasB1cQFjAOegQIBxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allmusic.com%2Fartist%2Fcharlie-byrd-mn0000204968%2Fbiography&usg=AOvVaw0n31GqHhXRsE49yVbbggH1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjuveuvkqfqAhWxUt8KHV82AasQFjABegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjazzmf.com%2Fwiki%2Fcharlies-georgetown%2F&usg=AOvVaw1phpjiiBfwmxOGkjTMfuwn
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Steve-Allen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Short
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and the Kingston Trio.  With the demise of Charlies, 
Bob spent some time in California and New York 
performing and working on a number of projects but 
continued to maintain his home base in the Washing-
ton area.   
 
The glamour and the excitement of performing be-
gan to take its toll, so when an opportunity arose to 
work closer to home, Bob jumped at the chance.  He 
accepted a position to provide entertainment in the 
posh, roof-top restaurant of the newly refurbished 
Peabody Court Hotel, a well-known Baltimore land-
mark.  However, after two years, Bob concluded that 
as much as he loved performing, he needed to find a 
position with a steady income and a degree of job 
security to support his family. 
 
Despite having no formal training with computers, 
Bob’s inter-personal skills plus a bit of ‘chutzpah’ 
helped him land a job at a computer store.  It was 
the beginning of the personal computer revolution 
and Bob happened to be at the right place at the 
right time with the right skills.  It was serendipity!  At 
the store, he was given more responsibilities and 
gained a reputation for repairing computers.  The 
repair business proved to be so successful that Bob 
gave up his safe and secure 9 to 5 job and to sup-
plement his private work, he sold laboratory equip-
ment for a couple of years.  This, in turn, led to more 
new opportunities and finally the launch of his own 
company.   
 
In 1990, Bob started IAN Associates, Inc. and of-
fered IT consulting services to the print and graphics 
industry.  In 2003, he closed IAN and established 
Bob Diener and Associates (RDA), a general IT con-
sulting firm that specializes in troubleshooting and 
problem solving.  Bob explains:  
  

 
A problem might be how to design a fussi-
ness ITY infrastructure, or [choose] the right 
telecommunications equipment. I implement 
and support everything from complex ac-
counting system networks to providing securi-
ty audits for organizations.  My practice 
ranges from medical offices to accounting 
firms, from printing companies to knitting-

yarn websites. 
 

 
As the consulting business increased, Bob neverthe- 
less maintained his contacts with the music scene.  
From 1999 until 2010 he served as music director 
for Radio from Downtown, a variety show that was 
taped in front of a live audience and aired on NPR 
affiliate stations.  The show was written and pro-
duced by Van Williamson, at that time the producer 
of Morning Edition, and fea-
tured well-known NPR personal-
ities including Carl Kassell and 
Susan Stamberg.   
 
For the last two decades, Bob 
has performed at the Rehoboth Beach Jazz Festival, 
billed as “The Greatest Jazz Festival in the World.”  

The four-day festival, now cele-
brating its 30th year, will take 
place from October 15 to 18.  
The pandemic notwithstanding, 
this will be Bob’s 21st consecu-
tive year at the festival!  In ad-
dition to performances at Stan-
ford Grill, which he hopes will 
resume soon, Bob also collabo-
rates several times a year with 
local artists to perform house 
concerts which feature a lecture 
cum musical presentation.   

 

One of the constants in Bob’s life has been his love 
of music, specifically his passion for the piano.  Music 
provides the perfect counterbalance to life’s ups and 
downs.  His consulting business is thriving and in ad-
dition to performing, he serves as the music director 
for the Blue Ridge Restaurant Group, the owners of 
the Stanford Grill (and five other area restaurants).  
He understands musicians’ struggles and anxieties 
and as the restaurants prepare to reopen after their 
unanticipated hiatus, Bob is revising the restaurants’ 
musical program in ways that should please diners 
and also allow the performers to expand their musi-
cal horizons.   

Bob was born in Washington, DC but considers him-
self to be a native Marylander, having grown up in 

 MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR 

House concert with Bob Diener, 
piano  and Tommy Cecil, bass* 
  
  

https://www.kingstontrio.com/kingston-trio-tour/
https://www.google.com/?client=safari&channel=mac_bm
https://www.usaopps.com/government_contractors/contractor-5691805-Bob-Diener-Associates.htm
http://www.rehobothjazz.com
https://brrgrestaurants.com
https://www.google.com/?client=safari&channel=mac_bm
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the Maryland suburbs.  In 1985, while working in 
Washington, he began commuting to Baltimore and  
discovered that Columbia was convenient to both lo-
cations.  Although Bob and his wife, Giselle, had  
 
fallen in love with Snowden Overlook when the com-
munity was still under construction, at that time, they 
were too young to purchase a home here.  However, 
as luck and life would have it, they moved into their 
dream home in Villas I in March 2020!   
 
It should not be surprising that Bob’s favorite pastime 
is music.  He is an accomplished musician and plays 
several instruments, but his first love remains the pi-
ano.  As a boy, his parents offered him formal piano 
lessons, but because he was stubborn and easily 
bored, the lessons did not last long.  He reads music 
but plays mostly by ear.  Jazz is his first love, but he 
has a diverse repertoire and plays in a wide range of 
styles.  If you have not yet had a chance to enjoy 
Bob’s music, perhaps when things return to normal, he 
could be persuaded to give a concert at Snowden 
Overlook!  That is something to which we can all look 
forward! 
 
— Pamela Bluh Van Oosten 

 
* the photo of Bob Diener and Tommy Cecil used with permission of Mont-
gomery County Recreation. 

 
 
 

Health 
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Since SOCA’s traditional summer-time activities and 
special events, such as Grillin’ & Chillin,’ the July 4th 
celebration, Grandkids day at the pool, and sum-
mer-time musical performances are not taking 
place, we are providing information and links to a 
variety of local activities – some free, some fee-
based – which might interest residents.  Using a 
computer, a tablet, or a smartphone, here are a 
number of suggestions, in no particular order:  
 

CA Fitness at Home: Video on Demand 
 
A list of fitness videos available to view for free at 
the Columbia Association’s website.  For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.columbiaassociation.org/
blog/ca-at-home/ 
  
Basic Cardio Tone 
Basic Training Circuit 
BodyPump 
Cardio Barre Tone 
Cardio Dance 
Cardio Dance and Tone 
Cardio Kickboxing 
Cardio Tone H.I.I.T. Workout 
CoreFit and Pilates 
Full-Body Workout (Fusion) 
Gentle Yoga 
Gentle Yoga for the Morning 
Gentle Flow Yoga 
Haven Reach 
Heart Opening Vinyasa Flow 
Joints in Motion 
LaBlast Dance Fitness 
Les Mills Body Combat 45 
Qigong 
Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Yoga Basics 
 
 
 
 

Howard County Office on Aging & Independence 
 
The Howard County Office on Aging & Independ-
ence offers a variety of online exercise and fitness 
classes using WebEx.  Many of the classes are free.  
Go to https://www.howardcountymd.gov/
Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/
Office-on-Aging-and-Independence and scroll down 
to Virtual Offerings Guide Available, for the link to 
the guide.  The selection of classes changes every 
two weeks.   In addition to fitness options and op-
portunities for socializing, there are cooking class 
and lectures on an eclectic mix of subjects – all color 
-coded.   
 
 
 
 

The last page of the catalog has details about   
WebEx and how to use it. 
 
For more information, visit the website of the coun-
ty’s Office on Aging & Independence and subscribe 
to its monthly newsletter, The 50+ Connection, a two
-page insert in Howard County’s edition of The Bea-
con, published by the Beacon Newspapers “for peo-
ple over fifty.”   
 

From the comfort of  your home … 
 

Several SOCA clubs are offering virtual activities 
including Bridge and Mahjongg.  The Men’s Club, 
instead of meeting in person on Monday’s at 
8:30am, now meets virtually at the same time.  
Online versions of Men’s Poker and Game Night will 
be coming soon.  The Wine Club also has plans to 
resume monthly meetings virtually in the fall.  For 
more information about Snowden activities, check 
the Activity Pages at Snowden Overlook’s website 
and contact the activity’s coordinator (listed on the 
website) for details.  Details about new activities 
will be announced on the association’s website.  At 
the present time, the following groups are meeting 

LET’S GET MOVING            LET’S GET SOCIAL                                                                              
LET’S GET COOKING          LET’S LEARN 

https://www.columbiaassociation.org
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1590695728509-15c2457d-f688
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1589478052980-1128e29b-8746
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#bodypump
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1588009376045-9974e42b-c684
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1589394957694-fff440ba-b68d
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#cardiodanceandtone
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#cardiokickboxing
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#cardiotone
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#corefitandpilates
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1589294164822-ad265309-68d9
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#gentleflowyoga2
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1591727515339-77c26c2f-c20e
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#gentleflowyoga
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#havenreach
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#1591726844254-b6d1857f-bc36
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#jointinmotion
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#lablastdancefitness
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#lesmillsbodycombat45
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#Qigong
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#vinyasaflowyoga
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/blog/ca-at-home/#yogabasics
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Office-on-Aging-and-Independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Office-on-Aging-and-Independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Office-on-Aging-and-Independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Office-on-Aging-and-Independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Community-Resources-and-Services/Office-on-Aging-and-Independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=z8OM29xSz2E%3d&tabid=1657&portalid=0
https://www.thebeaconnewspapers.com/howard-county/
https://www.thebeaconnewspapers.com/howard-county/
https://www.snowdenoverlook.com/activities/
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online:   
 
Men's Club - weekly on Mondays at 8:30am 
Book Club (Daytime) - 4th Thursday at 10am  
Book Club (Evening) - 1st Wednesday at 7pm  
Knitting & More – weekly on Thursdays at 7pm 
Mahjongg (Afternoon) - weekly on Tuesdays 
Mahjongg (Evening) - weekly on Mondays 
Wine Club – 4th Friday at 7pm or dates to be an-
nounced  
 
Stay healthy and active by participating in virtual 
activities until it is safe to participate in-person. Virtu-
al activities are entertaining, informative, and will 
keep you in touch with your friends and neighbors.  
 
Hosting a Weekly Card Game 
 
Several residents are playing mahjongg and poker 
online. You can join the fun by hosting a game of 
mahjongg or poker with your Snowden friends.  Start 
by downloading a game app such as Real Mahjongg 
($5/month) or Poker Face (free, but requires access 
to your phone's contacts).  Next invite your friends to 
join you and ask them to download the game app.  
Make it a weekly event and consider limiting the 
game to four players to keep it easy. Also consider 
playing the game on your smartphone so that you 
can use your computer to chat with your friends on a 
free videoconference app like Google Meet, Mi-
crosoft Teams, or Zoom (Zoom calls are limited to 40 
minutes for free accounts).  For more ideas and tips, 
see the April 2020 issue of PC Magazine for an arti-
cle on how to host virtual games with friends and 
family. 
 
 
Virtual Game Night    
 
Sori, Joel, and Colin Meredith are joining with Ann 
and Mike Goldblatt to host a Virtual Game Night 
which will feature a fun Trivia Quiz that will be given 
during a Zoom session.  Participants can view the 
Quiz using Zoom on their computer and answer the 
multiple-choice questions on their smartphone. The 
Virtual Game Night via Zoom will last about 40 
minutes and give participants an opportunity to con-
nect with their Snowden friends. Interested SO resi-
dents should contact Joel Meredith 
(tintrains12@verizon.net) or Mike Goldblatt 
(michaelgoldblatt@aol.com) if you would like to par-
ticipate in Game Night or need help with Zoom. 
 

 

Around Town … 
 
As of June 20, some of Columbia’s athletic facilities 
reopened, including the Supreme Sports Club, the 
Columbia Athletic Club, The Columbia Gym, Haven on 
the Lake, the Columbia Swim Center, the Long Reach 
Tennis Club, and the Columbia Sports Park.  For infor-
mation about safety procedures, see https://
www.columbiaassociation.org/reopen 
 
Restaurants are reopening under stringent safety 
guidelines and reservations are highly recommended 
since seating will be limited to fifty percent of capac-
ity in order to maintain social distancing.   
 
For the most up-to-date information about the reo-
pening of County activities and services, please refer 
to the County’s website.   
 
— Contributed by Mike Goldblatt and  
Sharonlee Vogel  
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http://www.realmahjongg.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/poker-face-live-texas-holdem/id1364570884
https://meet.google.com
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software
https://zoom.us
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-host-a-virtual-game-night
mailto:tintrains12@verizon.net
mailto:michaelgoldblatt@aol.com
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/reopen
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/reopen
https://www.howardcountymd.gov
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CHAUTAUQUA VIRTUAL 
PERFORMANCES! 
 
The Chautauqua Movement originated in the 1870s 
in the Chautauqua Lake area of southwestern New 
York state and by the beginning of the 20th century 
had spawned similar educational movements in com-
munities throughout the United States.  In Maryland, 
a modern version of Chautauqua started in 1995 at 
Garrett College and now has expanded to addition-
al locations throughout the state.   
 
Under the auspices of Maryland Humanities, Mary-
land Chautauqua presents Watch Chautauqua 
Online 2020, a series of performances about four 
women, Margaret Brent, Alice Paul, Mary Church 
Terrell and Fannie Lou Hamer, who played major 
roles in the Women’s Suffrage Movement.   
 
Each performance will be online for a week, begin-
ning Monday, July 6.  At 1pm on July 8, 15, 22 and 
29, there will be a Q&A session after each perfor-
mance, at which the actress will talk about the history 
of the character she portrays.  The programs are 
free, but a separate registration is required for each 
performance.  Go to www.mdhumanities.org, see 
Programs and then Chautauqua.  
 
— contributed by Sharonlee Vogel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWO TECH TIPS 
 
As everybody knows, Google stores information 
about your activities. Google is very good about se-

curity. They keep the data 
private. They use it for 
targeted advertising. Still, 
many of us feel a little 
concerned about all that 
data they are storing. 
Google permits you to 
see and delete this data, 
and also allows you to 
have all old data auto-
matically deleted. To set 

your option, go to this link: myactivity.google.com. 
On the left side, click “Activity Controls.” On the next 
screen, click “Auto Delete.” (You might have to scroll 
down a little.)  Decide whether you want to delete 
activity older than 3 months, 18months, or turn auto-
deletion off. It’s a very small step in the right direc-
tion. 
 
Network connected printers are a security risk. Hack-
ers know multiple ways to get into your printer. One 
entry route that has become popular lately is called 
IPP (Internet Printing Protocol). It’s easy to crack. 
Once inside, hackers have access to the very power-
ful computer that is embedded in your printer. The 
printer knows your WiFi password. And it is a 
“trusted device,” giving it easier access to your com-
puters and phones. You turn IPP on if you set your 
phone to be able to print directly to your printer. 
Unless this is an incredibly important feature, security 
experts recommend turning IPP off. Printers vary, but 
usually IPP is somewhere in the printer’s network set-
tings. If you download the user guide for your print-
er, do a search for “IPP” to get an idea of how to 
find this important setting.  
 
— Dennis Eichenlaub 
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https://chq.org/about-us/history
https://www.garrettcollege.edu
https://www.mdhumanities.org/
https://www.mdhumanities.org/events/watch-chautauqua-2020-online-margaret-brent/
https://www.mdhumanities.org/events/watch-chautauqua-2020-online-margaret-brent/
http://www.mdhumanites.org/
http://myactivity.google.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Printing_Protocol
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A few weeks ago, as I was leaving the office, I en-
countered a stopped car near the Guardhouse with 
its hazard lights blinking.  A resident was standing 
next to his car so I paused, rolled my  
window down and asked kindly if he needed any 
help.  He told me, while pointing to a large, badly 
injured turtle, that he stopped to see if the creature 
was okay.  I was very saddened to witness the fol-
lowing:  a turtle with an obviously cracked carapace 
(shell) near one of its shoulders, standing quite still in 
a generous pool of blood.  Obviously, it had been 
hit by a car.  The turtle was still alive, but we could 
not anticipate how much longer it would remain so.  
The resident graciously volunteered to carry it down 
the bank and leave it near the pond (it was moving 
into this direction, therefore we assumed this was 
most likely the turtle’s destination).   
 
Many turtles’ natural habitats are known to be in 
and/or near bodies of water, of which we have 
more than one (the sediment pond and small streams 
located in the woods separating the condo associa-
tions).   Unlike other animals who live in our woods 
and who can quickly avoid an oncoming vehicle, tur-
tles and tortoises move very slowly and cannot to get 
out of the way of a fastmoving vehicle.   
 
I have seen turtles on several occasions within the 
community, so wanted to remind everyone of the 
need to slow down and become aware of your sur-
roundings. If you happen to see a turtle or tortoise 
crossing the street, if possible, please stop and assist 
it to a safe location. Keep in mind that these reptiles 
instinctively possess a strong sense of location and 
tend to inhabit a fairly small area throughout their 
lifespans, so please do not relocate them far from 
where they are found! 
 
After doing some research online, I learned that 
there are local rescue resources for reptiles and we 
could have called one.  For more information on 
what to do if you encounter a turtle or tortoise, 
please see this video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c1HUM6cBPDI  
 
Further resources: To report nuisance, injured or sick 
wildlife (Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm) call 
Wildlife Services Toll-free in Maryland:  
1-877-463-6497. 

Frisky’s Wildlife and Primate Sanctuary, Inc., Wood-
stock, MD 21163 Phone (410) 418-8899 is a pri-
vate, non-profit animal rescue and rehabilitation cen-
ter that accepts injured or abandoned turtles.   
 
— Christy Wilson 
 

BUILDING THE PERFECT SQUIRREL-
PROOF BIRD FEEDER 

Need of a bit of cheering up, take a look at this cre-
ative squirrel-proof bird feeder -  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=hFZFjoX2cGg&feature=youtu.be 

This video has had over 31 million views! 

 

  

 

 

TURTLE CROSSING AT SNOWDEN 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1HUM6cBPDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1HUM6cBPDI
http://www.friskys.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFZFjoX2cGg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFZFjoX2cGg&feature=youtu.be
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MY FIRST VISIT TO COSTCO 
SINCE FEBRUARY 
 
YIKES was my first thought when I discovered how 
much more it costs to use Costco delivery vs in-
store shopping.   
 
Early in July, I ventured out to a store for the first 
time since early March.  We’ had been getting 
some grocery delivery, but mostly curbside pickup.  
I really missed Costco shopping, so I gave it a shot.   
 
Equipped with two masks, gloves, disinfectant, and 
clothes I didn’t plan to wear again soon.  I arrived 
at the Costco parking lot at 8:45am for senior 
hours, 9 to 10am.  In an organized, socially dis-
tanced line of folks all wearing masks, there were 
about 25 people in front of me.  I thought it would 
only be a few folks, but the woman in front of me 
said this was pretty typical.  The line moves fast 
and there’s plenty of room in the store.  Come 
9am, the line moved fast, it was easy to pick up a 
cart, and at first, plenty of room in the store.  The 
first few minutes, I was thinking, jeepers, there’s 
nobody near me, this isn’t bad.  
 
I headed for the back of the store for toilet paper 
and paper towels.  On the way, I saw a  
bunch of people with Clorox wipes.  They weren’t 
on my list, but oooh, I wanted.  But alas,  
they were gone by the time I got to the end-aisle 
space where they once were.  Still, easy to  
social distance when I got to the aisle full of paper 
towels but with no toilet paper in sight.  
They were out.  I went back for other items from 
the grocery aisles which still weren’t  
crowded.  However, the fresh fruit and vegetable 
areas (especially the little room with salad in  
the back), were too crowded for me.  Pretty hard 
to keep a social distance.  I didn’t feel  
threatened because of my double-mask and 
gloves, but I wasn’t comfortable either.  
 
Checkout was easy.  No crowds, plenty of space 
between customers and no-touch with my  
Costco card.  Plexiglass between me and the cash-
ier, but we were still closer than 6 feet at  
times.  Getting out was painless and no contact 

with a guy marking my receipt through  
plexiglass.  My total bill was $293.  Here’s the 
real eye-opener though.  I compared my bill  
with what I would have paid had I bought the 
identical items delivered as I had done  
previously.  If I had included a $10 delivery tip, 
the additional cost would have been a  
whopping $76.  Comes out to about 31%.  I as-
sume I’ve been paying similar upcharges at  
Wegmans and Giant Pea Pod.  (FYI, it’s now easy 
to get a curbside pick time).  Maybe I’ll  
follow my friend Gary’s plan, who shops at Giant 
food at their 6am senior hour.  He says he’s  
often the only customer in the store.  In the mean-
time, I’ll try and get data on the difference  
between Giant in-store vs Giant Pea Pod curbside 
pickup costs.   

SOCA BIKE GROUP 

We have 23 bikers on a list of SOCA folks who 
like to bike.  I was originally hoping to do a  
group ride this spring, but I guess that’ll have to 
wait until next spring.  If you’re a biker (all  
abilities), send me an email at Richardblack-
man@comcast.net and I’ll add you to the list.  My  
favorite ride from here these days is a mostly flat 
12-mile round trip to and around Lake  
Kittamaqundi.  My route is the Snowden Parkway 
sidewalk to Tamar Drive, then sidewalk or  
street (it’s wide and lightly traveled), to Old Mont-
gomery Road and Blandair Park.  From there, a  
Columbia trails path leads to the lake and a 1.3-
milewide loop around the lake. For weekdays  
only—it’s too crowded on weekends.   
 

SOCA TENNIS PLAYERS 
      
I’ve found four other folks in the community that 
play tennis and am looking for more. I’m  
compiling a list to distribute.  At least one is play-
ing doubles now, another is just looking for  
people to hit with, and there’s me, who’s waiting 
for a vaccine.  Send me an email if you’d like  
me to add you to the list. - Richardblack-
man@comcast.net 
 

RICH’S CORNER 
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