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The Overlook
Editorial

“”” “”AN INDEPENDENT NEWSLETTER BY AND FOR THE RESIDENTS OF SNOWDEN OVERLOOK

In the August/September issue of
AARP: the Magazine, AARP President Jeannine English describes a
livable community as one that
“offer[s] housing choices, transportation, shopping and other services
that meet everyone’s needs” and
“a place where people … can enjoy secure, healthy lives and stay
engaged in civic and social life.”
Many communities, including Snowden Overlook, meet this definition.
But what distinguishes Snowden
Overlook from other ‘livable’ communities? Is it the physical facility,
the convenient location half way
between Baltimore and Washington, D.C., or the proximity to shopping, transportation hubs, and
world class medical facilities? Are
residents attracted by the diverse
cultural opportunities and the variety of events and activities that
are offered? President English
suggests that the essence of community is a “… commitment to our
neighbors.” This characterizes the
Snowden Overlook community to a
“T.” Residents look out for each
other. They are ready with a
helping hand (or more!), offering a
ride, preparing a meal, or dropping in for a neighborly chat. The

caring, generous residents of
Snowden Overlook make this community unique.
This is the final issue of The Overlook for 2015. We have enjoyed
soliciting contributions, reporting
association news, and featuring
timely and relevant content. We
hope you will be inspired by Kendall I resident Don Downer’s humanitarianism and be motivated to
explore new worlds after reading
Gust and Malinda Mitchell’s travel
adventure. Christy’s report on improvements to the community’s
online presence serves as an excellent introduction Dennis
Eichenlaub’s report on the new
website at October’s “Coffee with
Carol.” As if that isn’t enough, the
Book Clubs’ selections for the next
few months are sure to pique your
interest.
As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions.
Pamela Bluh Van Oosten
Christy Wilson
Editors
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I have sometimes been wildly, despairingly,
acutely miserable, racked
with sorrow, but through it
all I still know quite certainly that just to be alive is
a grand thing.
~Agatha Christie
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SOCA Masterboard News
Fall has arrived and we must sadly report that the
pool has closed until next May. But remember, the
new pickleball and shuffleboard courts remain available until the weather turns much colder. Also, the pingpong table has been moved indoors downstairs for
your continued use along with the pool table. Enjoy.

company, WPM. Our new WPM manager is Patricia
Lall. Patricia may be reached at 443-796-7394 or
at plall@wpmllc.com. Best of luck Scott and welcome
Patricia. Note: Patricia will also be the condominium
property manager for Kendall I, Villas I, and Villas II.
—Lou True
President

Awning curtains status – A permit to install temporary sides to the awning is being sought. Once obtained, our contractor expects to install the curtains
within 4 to 6 weeks. This should provide more space
for our community's social events in colder weather.
Speeding. Problems continue to be reported near the
front gate and elsewhere on Dried Earth Blvd. As a
result, the board has decided to purchase a speed
monitoring device to survey actual speeds of vehicles
in our community. The results could lead to the installation of speed bumps and/or additional stop signs as
possible approaches to reducing the problem. The
association has also begun discussions with the Howard
County Police about inviting them into the community to
enforce traffic laws.
Reminder: If you are going away during the colder
months and have one or more vehicles parked on the
clubhouse side of Dried Earth Blvd. within Snowden
Overlook, please remove them from that side of the
road before you go. This will aid in snow clearing. If
you are here during snow season, please comply with
the signs and remove your vehicles from the clubhouse
side at or before the predicted start of snow events.
Parking/towing: The Board of Directors approved a
new resolution on parking on Dried Earth Blvd. and in
the Clubhouse parking lot. The resolution will be
mailed to all SO residents soon. SOCA is also making
arrangements with a towing company to tow vehicles
that violate this new policy. Fines and suspensions of
SOCA privileges are also possible.
Association Manager: After years as SOCA's manager, Scott Colville is leaving our management
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Association News
MESSAGES FROM OUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENTS

We are in the Fall and heading toward Winter
(which we hope will be kind). We hope your holidays will be enjoyable and a great time for your

Kendall Overlook
(Kendall 1)

—Bob Brady
President

It has been an interesting few months for Kendall
I. The Hardie Corporation sent to us a repair crew
from California that they use and trust. They repaired and replaced the Hardie material on the
trellises, rear deck trim and defective siding. They
were so good and responsive to our needs, we contracted with them to do extra things we need to
prepare our homes for the future. The team and
Pedro, their leader, were honored at the Clubhouse
on Tuesday afternoon, 6 October, with a luncheon
sponsored by the Kendall Board and the Maintenance Committee. In all likelihood, they will return
to California within a week. They were a tremendous asset to us.

Kendall II
We’ve had a productive quarter in Kendall II. The
Hardie Plank project is complete and looks nice. It
would not have been accomplished without Al
Letow’s persistence. Landscaping continues to progress. This is always a process and all in the timing,
when weather is in our favor. Thank you to Barb
Bache and her committee for staying on top of this
for Kendall II.

Our Maintenance Committee has been very active
by examining everything being done and reporting
all their findings to the Board. Susan and Bill Gearing, as the Chairpersons, have been nonstop in looking at everything for us. They are homeowners here
and have a vested interest in our wellbeing. Hal
Hassoff has been outstanding in his understanding
of the problems and the possible solutions. The
Board has been on top of all of this from day one,
listening to the advice from the Maintenance Committee and making correct and lasting decisions.

The Kendall II Social Committee is diligently planning our next event in mid-October. Stay tuned for
further announcements and details.
A reminder and request to all new residents that are
not receiving my email notices. Please, please call
me or email me so that I can put you on our email
distribution list. Thanking you advance for your
prompt attention to this request.
And finally, a little light-hearted submission from a
Kendall II resident:

One of our homeowners was recognized in the
Washington Post on August 6, 2015, as one of the
government’s top workers and one of the thirty finalists to receive a "Service to America" medal. Ron
Ross works for NIST (National Institutes of Standards
and Technology) and he put in place a system for
protecting federal computer networks from cyberattacks. Congratulations Ron!

Just a note to the residents of Kendall II about
the wonderful books, our Bylaws and Declaration which should be at the top of everyone's
reading list. We are so fortunate to have
these books available to us...to read whenever
we want the excitement of learning about our
community.
I know that I will grab one of these books every time I have a few moments free to learn
something new and educational. In fact, you
may want to do what I have done and that is
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to get in touch with our management company
to buy a second copy. This will make this interesting reading always available no matter what
floor you are on or even just to have a copy
ready at your bedside should you get up at
night.

Board to fill this year. Please consider volunteering
to serve on the Board.
Social Activity: Villas I had a very well-attended and
successful Fall Social event on September 20. Many
thanks to Sharonlee Vogel and Sue Cefalu for organizing the event.

You will learn, for example, not to let anyone in
your unit....friend or resident, park on the sidewalk in front of your driveway. You ask, why
should anyone care.....aside from the fact that
our educational Bylaws and Declaration so
wonderfully explain that it prohibits other residents from using the sidewalks when they are
out walking. And you will learn that such parking could easily damage the sidewalks requiring
repair and replacement at the resident's expense.

Grading and Storm Water: It has been clear for some
time that our builder could have done a better job of
compacting soil immediately around our houses. This
is often most evident in the rear, especially near the
top of basement steps and around window wells.
Several new voids in these areas have been noticed
recently and unit owners have had to fill others in the
past. Also, land that does not slope away from the
foundation walls of your house invites the accumulation of water there, where it can cause erosion, place
additional burden on your sump pump, and even allow infiltration through the foundation walls during
rain storms. Any of these conditions could lead to
water getting into your basement. So check your
land around the foundation of your house. If it does
not slope away from the house, the association recommends that you have additional soil brought in to
ensure that, even when other systems fail, excess water will run away from the foundation of your house.

Now you understand and so appreciate the fun
reading of the Bylaws and the Declaration. So
go grab your copies, get in a comfortable chair
and just enjoy yourself for hours.
—Karen Paciarelli
President

Villas I

In addition, you should consider extensions to sump
pump outlet pipes and downspouts, or at least splash
blocks, to move the water they discharge away from
the house. Some of our downspouts empty into underground pipes, called “roof drain leaders” that are
supposed to carry water away from the house. However, these pipes can become clogged or overwhelmed, which can cause them to overflow. Most
such pipes have overflow pipes at the top, just below
where the downspouts empty into them. These overflow pipes were often equipped by the builder with
plastic splash blocks to help move any overflow water away from the home. If any of yours do not have
splash blocks, or other ways to move overflow water
away from your foundation, please consider installing
them. If your drain leaders have no provision for
overflow, the association recommends that you have

Board Election: You should each have received a letter from our management company, WPM, inviting
nominations for the Board of Directors of our association at the election scheduled for November 19. The
terms of two of our five members are expiring this
year. One of the members with an expiring term,
Rich Pauley, has announced that he will not be running
for reelection. In addition, Ken MacGregor has announced his resignation as of the election. Both Rich
and Ken have served the community long and well.
Both deserve our gratitude for the time and effort
they have contributed to all of us. As a result of all
this, we now have a total of three positions on the
4
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them installed.
Finally, if you have covers over any of your window wells, you should check to make sure they
are not cracked or tilted toward the house. Either
condition could prevent them from keeping rain
water out of the wells.



Unsightly Siding: The same airborne dirt that leads
us to have our windows washed periodically also
accumulates on the siding of our homes. In addition, some walls, especially those facing north, can
support the growth of green algae. Both can
make vinyl siding appear unattractive. There are
both chemical and mechanical approaches to
cleaning siding of such material. The association
recommends that all homeowners check their
homes for dirt, etc. on their house that could affect both the home's appearance and that of the
entire neighborhood, and take steps to clean the
siding as necessary. Our governing documents
require such steps by owners.

the house and turn off your water heater. This
will save energy costs and reduce the risk of
flooding while you are gone.
Keep the drains at the bottom of your outside
basement steps and your basement window
wells clear of debris or ice to prevent flooding of your basement.

Finally, the board recently developed a comprehensive House Maintenance Checklist, tailored to
our community. It was sent to those Villas I owners
that had given us their email addresses. If you
did not receive one, or could not open the attachment to the email, you may download one from
the Villas I website at http://
villasoneatsnowdenoverlook.hoaintouch.com, under the documents tab.
—Lou True
President

Villas II

Landscaping: Fall is a good time to remove dead
or unattractive plants and replant trees and
shrubs to keep your yard, and our neighborhood,
looking good.

Welcome to our newest neighbors, Gail and Mike
Tebeleff. Thanks to our Social Committee. We
had a very nice pot luck dinner October 4th, with
entertainment provided by several students from
the Glenelg School Music Department. Mark
your calendars for our Holiday party on Saturday, December 19th where we will be treated to
music by members of the River Hill High School
Band.

As colder weather approaches, a few seasonal
reminders are in order:
 Please remove planters or other objects from
your driveways to facilitate efficient snow
clearing by our contractor. If feasible, vehicles should also be removed from driveways
during snow events for the same reason.
 Close the internal valves controlling the water
supply to your outside faucets to reduce the
likelihood of damage to plumbing and flooding due to freezing. Both cut-off valves are
usually located in the furnace room in your
basement.
 If going out of town for more than a day or
two, please shut off the water supply valve to

Now for Association news/activity. If you have
questions, you are always welcome to attend our
monthly work sessions and Board meetings.
1. Lawn/snow contract has been renewed with
Brickman.
2. We changed insurance companies from Nationwide to Travellers for more comprehensive
coverage.
5

Association News
MESSAGES FROM OUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENTS

3. Lennar has taken concrete samples to determine the cause of the concrete deterioration.
4. Hopefully, Howard County Water Department
will be out in October to fix some potential leak
problems that have been discovered.
5. Our engineer is writing the county in hopes that
they will take responsibility for fixing the "rust
problem" on Vast Rose.
6. The painting project is behind schedule, primarily because of weather. Thanks to Bob Ellis for taking the lead on this. He has been in constant touch
with the contractor to make sure all our issues are
being addressed.
7. Gutter cleaning has been scheduled for November and December.
8. Our annual budget meeting will be held on November 24th. Looks like we will have an increase
in our Association fees of $10/month.
9. Our snow removal budget is negative $3000
this year. Let's hope we don't have too much snow
in November and December.
Hope everyone has a nice Thanksgiving and hope
to see you at our Holiday party in December.
—Mark Bloom
President
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MeetYour Neighbors
Donald G. Downer Jr.
Since 2008, Kendall I resident Don Downer has been
“sending smiles overseas.” After the death of his wife
Elsie in 2008, Don sought to find meaning in his life,
and recalling the pleasure and excitement of receiving
care packages from home during his own deployment,
Don began sending care packages to service men and
women in Iraq and Afghanistan.

3rd Amphibian Tractor Battalion at Camp Pendleton.
Second Lieutenant Downer was again honorably discharged in 1952 and returned to RPI to complete his
education. He received a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering in 1956.
After graduation, Don and his wife Elsie, whom he
married in 1955, moved to Maryland when he accepted a position at the Johns Hopkins University’s Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, MD. He and Elsie
raised five daughters in Columbia and he is the proud
grandfather of six! Don retired in 1989 after a 33
year career as a Guided Missile Systems Engineer.
He and his wife moved to Snowden Overlook in 2005.

Don after sending his 2500th care package

Don Downer
was born in
Los Angeles
and raised in
Leadville, CO,
Woodstock,
NY and
Langlot, PA.
At the age of
17, Don left
high school
and joined the
United States
Marine Corps.
After boot
camp at Parris
Island, SC and
training at
Great Lakes, IL as a basic radio technician, he received
additional training as a radio technician at Camp
Pendleton, CA. Once his training was completed, he
was stationed at Tsingtao, China from 1948 to 1949 –
the youngest sergeant in the Marines, at 18 years, 9
months!

Recalling the thrill of receiving packages from home
during his first deployment in China, Don says “a care
package from home was a huge morale booster …
[and] we knew that the folks back home were 100%
in support of our mission.” As a “China Marine,” Don
says “I was very young and away from home for the
first time. I thought [a care package] was a gift from
heaven ….”

In 1949 Don was honorably discharged from the Marine Corps. He enrolled at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, but was recalled to active duty in
1950 at the outbreak of the Korean War. He spent
two years on active duty as the Battalion Communications Officer with the 5th Special Basic Class and the

Don with wife, Elsie, and children ca. ‘62
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recognized in civilian and military circles and he has
received numerous commendations for his philanthropy. Don has been inspired by Lieutenant General
Lewis “Chesty” Burwell Puller one of the most decorated Marines of all time, who was awarded the
Navy Cross five times for heroism and gallantry in
action.

Don while enlisted in the Marines

After Elsie’s death, Don remembered the great pleasure
the care packages had given
him and his fellow Marines
and what began with a few
care packages sent to a
neighbor stationed in Iraq has
become Don’s passion. His
mission is to make sure that
not only the Marines, but also
service men and women in all
branches of the Armed Forces, are not forgotten
while on deployment.

Don at home in his mini commissary

Although stocking his “pantry”
and preparing
care packages
is his passion,
Don also enjoys
spending time
with his daughters and
grandchildren,
some of whom
have helped
him pack and
mail parcels.
He confesses
that his favorite
film is Dirty
Dozen with Lee
Marvin
(perhaps because Marvin was married to Don’s cousin, Pamela
Feeley). And, as a special treat, Don highly recommends the ice-cream at Cindy’s Soft Serve Ice
Cream near Route 1 in Elkridge!

Anyone who has visited Don will be astonished at the
scope of his project. The front room of his townhouse
has become a veritable commissary. Shelves lining
the walls are stocked with all sorts of non-perishable
items, including cans of SPAM. Don includes a can
of SPAM in each package he sends, giving rise to his
nickname “the SPAM Czar.”
In addition to SPAM, Don’s packages contain cookies, chips, jerky, and even Tabasco Sauce, as well as
personal hygiene items. Don also includes a personal letter to the recipient in each parcel. Several
years ago, a group of dedicated knitters approached Don and offered to supply him with handknitted wool caps for the care packages. So far, the
knitters have produced more than 3,000 caps for
Don’s project.
As the scope of Don’s project grew, he developed a
network of contacts that provide him with the names
of service members, particularly individuals who seldom or never receive mail. Don sent his first package on July 24, 2008. Seven and a half years later, parcel number 2,500 went to a Marine aboard
the USS Essex in the Arabian Sea guarding the
Straits of Hormuz.

Those who know Don, or have been the recipients of
his kindness, understand that his pledge to bring
comfort to those in harm’s way is wholly in keeping
with the Marine Corps’ motto, Semper Fidelis (Always
Faithful). The care packages boost the troops’ morale and Don plans to continue his support as long as
the troops are in harm’s way. Don’s website [http://
www.godongo.com/press-don-downer.html]
chronicles his charitable activities. He welcomes donations (comfort and non-perishable items) towards
the care packages and is happy to answer questions. Don may be reached at 410-997-8520 or
ddowner7@verizon.net.

Sending parcels is not Don’s only contribution in support of the men and women in uniform. As a member of Baltimore Marine Corps League Detachment
#565 he visits wounded warriors at the National
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.
Don’s generosity and compassion have been widely
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Book Nook
___________________ February

There are two Snowden Overlook Book Clubs. Day Time
Book Club meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 10am.
Night Time Book Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at 7pm. Book Club selections focus on fiction and decisions about which books to read are made collaboratively
by book club participants. Current best-sellers are seldom
selected, primarily because they are in great demand and
therefore more difficult to borrow from the library.

Delicious: A Novel
by Ruth Reichl

Ruth Reichl was a restaurant critic for
the Times and Editor -in-Chief of
Gourmet magazine. She has written
a few delightful memoirs, but this is
her first novel. Her central character,
Billie Breslin, has a flair for cooking
and a love of writing. She goes to
work at a beloved magazine, the
“Delicious" of the title, only to see the
magazine killed off. Suspense
builds. A good read!

Since the day and evening groups choose different titles,
some members attend both meetings. The format of both
book clubs is similar with a volunteer leader who gives background on the author and then encourages lively and spontaneous discussion. Selections for the next several months are
listed below. All Snowden Overlook residents are cordially
invited to attend one or both monthly discussions.
For information about the morning meeting email Florence
Sperling at needler2@aol.com.

_____________________ March

For information about the evening meeting, please contact
Pat Harrington at pharrington61@verizon.net.

The Queen’s Fool
by Philippa Gregory

Set between 1548 and 1558, The
Queen’s Fool is part of Philippa
Gregory's Tudor series. The novel
chronicles the changing fortunes of
Mary I of England and her half-sister
Elizabeth at the court of Edward VI.
The usual court intrigues and plots ensue.

____________________ January
My Beloved World

_______________________ April

by Sonia Sotomayer

A graceful authoritative memoir
from the country's first Hispanic Supreme Court Justice. This is a portrait of an underprivileged but brilliant woman who makes her way
into the American elite and does her
best to reform it from the inside.

Everything I Never Told You
by Celeste Ng

Lydia is dead, but they don't know
this yet. So begins this debut novel
about a mixed race family living in
1970's Ohio and the tragedy that
will either be their undoing or their
salvation. When Lydia's body is found
in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee
family together tumbles into chaos,
forcing them to confront the long kept
secrets that have been slowly pulling
them apart.
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Book Nook
_____________________ March
Travels with Charley In Search of
America
by John Steinbeck

Steinbeck's travelogue of his
1960s road trip of about 10,000
miles around the United States
with his standard poodle Charley, searching for "what Americans are like today." Steinbeck's
oldest son, Thom cautions not to
take the travelogue too literally,
as his father was at heart a novelist.

____________________ January
Euphoria

by Lily King
The story of three young anthropologists in 1933 caught in a
passionate love triangle that
threatens their bonds, careers
and ultimately their lives. The
book was inspired by the revolutionary anthropologist Margaret
Mead.

______________________ April
The Visitors: a Novel
by Sally Beauman

___________________ February

Based on the true story of the
hunt for Tutankhamun's tomb in
Egypt. The haunting tale of love
and loss is told by an 11 yearold whose fate gets entangled
with the legendary story of Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon's
hunt and historical discovery.

These is my Words: The Diary of Sarah
Agnes Prine, 1881-1901
by Nancy Turner.

This book is in diary form and
spans a period of 20
years. Teenager Sarah Prine
travels with her family to make a
living in the Arizona territory. Indian attacks, disease,
death, and other hardships force
Sarah to grow up fast.
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deal with English. (As a side note, Malinda was so
enamored by the Kyoto train station, she decided if
she’s ever trapped in Groundhog Day, she wants to
be trapped in the Kyoto train station.)

The Mitchell’s
Trip to Japan

In addition to train stations and department stores,
good, inexpensive food is available in shokudo (allaround restaurants). These restaurants are usually
distinguished by the presence of plastic food displays outside. It did take a lot of nerve for us to
enter the first shokudo. After all, both the language
and the food are incomprehensible. But, our universal experience was that Japanese will go to extraordinary lengths to understand what you want, even if
you don’t know what you want. Another good food
choice especially for dinner is an izakaya - Japanese equivalent of a pub-eatery. The advantage of
an izakaya is that you are expected to linger ordering small dishes and drinking beer or sake. The shokudo are for fueling not dining.

Last October we enjoyed a three week
trip to Japan. Why
you ask? We’d always wanted to visit
Japan and we
thought it would be
a good place to
test our declining
abilities to get
around and manage travel on our
own. Turns out
Japan wasn’t a
difficult test. Everything was easier and
less expensive than we had anticipated, including planning the trip.

Don’t get us wrong. It’s perfectly possible to spend
an outrageous amount of money on food in Japan both Japanese and Western. The hamburger at the
Park Hyatt in Tokyo (“Lost In Translation”) probably
does cost $45. A good sushi restaurant will easily
set you back $100. But, it’s not necessary. We did
break twice and eat Western. Sometimes you just
need a potato.

With Lonely Planet Japan as our primary guide, supplemented by TripAdvisor, we booked all hotels in
advance from the U.S. using hotel websites. Once
we figured out that we needed to stick with hotels
with English available on their websites, the hotel
bookings were efficient and often did not require a
credit card confirmation. We stayed in a variety of
rooming arrangements - Japanese chain hotels, a
studio rental unit, and a ryokan - a traditional Japanese inn. All were as they were described. All reservations were honored.

Japan is an intriguing combination of exotic/foreign
but familiar and low hassle. Tokyo was the easiest,
least threatening world city we’ve
visited. Low traffic volume on the streets,
(subways busy but civil,
as long as you avoid
them during rush hour),
low noise volume, interesting modern architecture,
and fabulous department
stores with exquisite food
halls in the basements. Another big plus on the low
hassle front is no tipping for
anything, ever.

For in-country travel we purchased a 14-day Japan
Rail Pass. This got us to all our non-Tokyo destinations - Takayama (the Japanese Alps), Kyoto, Takamatsu (Shikoku) and Okayama. Japan’s public
transportation system is brilliant. The trains, including
bullet trains, are exceptional. Comfortable, efficient,
reliable, helpful staff, etc. The train stations, even
the small ones, have excellent food available, usually a tourist office, and railway personnel who can
11
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to fall.

The streets are safe, it’s a cash society. We walked
around with $1,000 in cash sticking out of
our back pockets,
because that’s
what everybody did. On
the street you
are also safe
from being
overwhelmed by
mobs of people.
The Japanese
have internalized
a mysterious way
of walking around
in a crowd of
10,000 people
without ever bumping into another
person. It’s magic.

The trip was such a success we hope to return to Japan in the spring. One thing we missed last year
that we hope to fix on a later trip is to have discussions with Japanese people. Even though most everyone we were in contact with on the tourism trail
spoke enough English to tell us how to get to the
train station, we didn’t have any in depth conversations with any Japanese. We didn’t encounter anyone with enough English to talk about the here and
now of Japanese living. We want that next time.
—Gust and Malinda

So, was the trip a success? Unqualified “yes!” On
the sightseeing front we visited two of Japan’s top
five gardens; got our fill of ancient, exquisite temples in Kyoto; visited the art island of Naoshima; the
Tokyo fish market; in Takamatsu we stumbled upon
an endearing festival in the local shopping center
featuring first graders. We even glimpsed Mt. Fuji
from the train.
On the broadening perspective front we scored
many firsts. Learning to order in shokudo by gesturing, pointing, and smiling inanely. Staring down the
eel when it was mistakenly ordered. Mastering the
trains - there was little English in most train stations
so figuring out where you stand to catch the train,
how to find your seat, etc. was a challenge. Remember the ryokan? That was definitely a challenge for
70-somethings. We did sleep on the floor. It was
surprisingly comfortable, but, there were two downsides. First, it took us 15 minutes to get up off the
futon extending the get-up-to-go-to-the-bathroomat-night saga. Second, sleeping on the floor puts
your glasses, hearing aids, eye drops and other fogey gear that usually goes on the bedside table in
danger of being squashed when you rollover. All
that stuff’s down on the floor with you. On the
bright side, if you roll out of bed, it’s not a long way
12

Clubs & Committees
IT Committee

We welcome your feedback. Let us know what you
think! Please send any ideas or suggestions to
officemanager@snowdenoverlook.com.
—Christy Wilson

SOCA Website

SOCA Event Photos

If you’ve accessed the Snowden Overlook website
recently, you may have noticed that the site has a
new appearance and is very user-friendly and easy
to navigate. With a modern, streamlined look-andfeel, content is presented in a well-ordered fashion.
Among the website’s special features is an easily accessible electronic calendar. No need to drill down
to find the latest news! Just click on an event for detailed information or to search upcoming events. Important announcements will be posted on the homepage and will also be accessible under the “News”
tab.

Some residents have expressed a desire to have our
event photos made available to the community. As a
result, we’ve created a
Flickr account (For those of
you who are not familiar
with Flickr, it is an image
and video hosting website
that’s free. For more information, click here.) Visit our
Flickr account by clicking on
the following link:
www.flickr.com/photos/
snowdenoverlook/albums OR by visiting the homepage of our website and clicking on the available link
there. In addition, a link is located under “SOCA Activities” after clicking on the “Activities” tab at the top
of the homepage.

Upgrading the community’s online presence has been
a priority for some time, particularly as Michael
Goldblatt, who had single-handedly maintained the
website for the last five years, indicated that he was
no longer able to keep up with the flood of update
requests. The new website is easy to maintain and
offers many opportunities for customization that satisfy the specific needs of SOCA as well as of the individual condominium associations within SOCA.

For your convenience, creating a Flickr account is
NOT necessary in order to access our photos.
Although they are open to the general public, they
cannot in any way be shared, printed out or commented on (we’ve made sure of this by altering the
settings). Also, they will not come up as a result of
using an Internet search engine (such as Google).

Each condo association will be responsible for managing and updating its own content thereby improving communication and eliminating the need for mediated services. Rather than one individual maintaining
the entire website, a volunteer or a group of volunteers from each association is being trained to navigate the website and update and post content, such
as meeting minutes and agendas, to the association’s
designated section of the website.

We hope that you’ll take a moment to visit the site
and browse through our photos! Remember to visit
often as we’re always adding new pics. Special
thanks to Rosalie Chernick for being our volunteer
event photographer, as well as photographer Allison
Stewart for graciously volunteering to take photos of
the community!

As part of the restructuring of the website, a Flickr
account has also been created to display photos
from SOCA events. (Flickr is a free photo/video hosting website. Please see following article.)

—Christy Wilson

13

Clubs & Committees
Clubhouse
Committee

This Fall we are looking forward to the installation of
the awning “curtains” leading to extending our outdoor season on the patio. Repairs or replacement of
the tiles at the front entrance (that are very slippery
when wet) will also be undertaken. Fall cleaning of
carpets and windows is also scheduled. We are all
looking forward to another great holiday season at
our clubhouse.
—Ronni True
Chairperson

HELP WANTED: A few good men! The clubhouse
committee is forming a sub-committee to help with
some maintenance issues in our clubhouse. We are
looking for people who will take a pro-active role in
identifying potential problems and doing light
maintenance chores such as changing light bulbs. If
interested, please email ronnitrue@aol.com or give
your name to Christy or Carol at the office.

From the Social
Committee

We would also like to give a big THANK YOU to
all our volunteers who have helped with the many
SOCA functions that make our community such a
great place! Besides the 30 people who volunteer
to run our six boards, we have CPO's who take care
of the pools, committees to oversee and plan our
activities such as the gym and social events, book
club leaders, gardeners, IT people for our computers
and web site, security people, men's club volunteers,
newsletter editors and a host of others who give of
their time and energy. There are close to 100 residents who do all of this for our community but there
is still room for YOU—volunteer!

As part of SOCA’s end of the year celebrations, we
are seeking two or three homeowners willing to open
their homes on Sunday, December 13th for the Holiday Open House. Please contact Carol Hergenroeder at the Clubhouse at 410-872-9311 for details.

This year, the Clubhouse committee was instrumental
in adding a pickleball court and a shuffleboard
court to the pool level. These proved to be great
family activities and generated a friendly rivalry
among the Friday night “bring your dinner and play
games” participants. In fact, our various games
have become so popular that we added an additional marbles and jokers game, a new mahjongg
set and a poker table.
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