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Since we no longer have an editor for the Overlook newsletter, the SOCA board will periodically issue 
emailed updates on topics of general interest.

2022 SOCA Budget – A budget is scheduled to be adopted by the board at its 11/22 meeting.  
Comments or questions are welcome.  While time will be available during the meeting for the board to 
hear them, written comments in advance would be even better, since it gives the board more time to 
consider them.  Comments may be sent to the clubhouse office or to any board member.

Speed Tables – These new safety devices were recently installed on Dried Earth Blvd.  The decision to 
do it was not an easy one, and the board recognizes that our community has a variety of opinions about 
them, some strongly held.  The hope is that the change will make our community safer for all.

2022 Pool Season – It may seem a little early to focus on this, but there is a concern.  In the absence of 
a volunteer to chair the pool committee, the SO tradition of pre and post seasons, and early swim hours 
for residents, are in jeopardy.

Snacks – Simple snacks will again be provided to groups regularly scheduled to use the clubhouse that 
request them of the staff.  Please do not request snacks that are not individually wrapped.

Pandemic – The board closely tracks the rate of community transmission in Howard County.  CDC 
recommends, when the rate exceeds 50 new cases per 100,000 of population over the preceding 7 days 
(a rate designated “Substantial”) that masks be required of all persons in indoor, public spaces.  That 
was the basis for that requirement for users of the clubhouse issued on 8/26.  On 10/29, that 
requirement was relaxed when the rate for Howard County dropped below 50.  Unfortunately, the rate 
has since climbed.  We are watching closely to determine what is necessary to protect users of the 
clubhouse.  Please do what you can to protect yourself and others.

Tragic Losses – The recent passing of two of our neighbors is noted with sadness.  Kathy Italiano 
Merther was an original resident in our first condominium, and Linda Bloom was our first and long-
serving Gym Committee chair.  Both will be greatly missed.  Our thoughts are with Fred, Mark, and all 
who mourn Kathy’s and Linda’s passing.

We wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving!
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